AN

INSIDE

Attitude of Appreciation | p. 2
New SNAP Text Service | p. 3
SNAPSHOT: Feeding Alaska | p. 4-5
Fiscal Year 2019 Financials | p. 6

FOOD BANK
of ALASKA

“Your kindness and generosity will come back ten-fold”

When Edna and Jose Estrella moved to Selawik in the
Northwest Arctic part of Alaska with their church, they were
shocked by the prices in the grocery stores. They wanted

to make a practical difference for their neighbors who can’t
afford the groceries they need each month.

Volunteers Martin Alexie and Nita Stevens see the same thing
in Mt. Village in the Lower Yukon region where they live.
When SNAP benefits for people in rural Alaska run out early
because of the extremely high cost of groceries, their
cupboards are truly bare.

In these two villages, the only food assistance available is
the local food pantry, supported by Food Bank of Alaska. “It
saved our family,” said one Mt. Village resident.

That’s why our top strategic goal is to distribute more
food to communities across all regions of Alaska. With
your help, we're focusing first on these two regions of the
state.

The Estrellas started out buying food themselves to hand
out, but that was not sustainable. Working with us last
year, they opened the 7th Day Food Pantry in the Adventist
church in Selawik. When the plane comes with food, they
get the word out by VHF radio and sometimes hop on a
Sno-Go to make sure everyone knows the pantry is open.
They serve about 40 households each time, adding up to
hundreds of people.

There is no doubt in either Mt. Village or Selawik - this
food fills a huge hunger gap in the villages. “Please don’t
stop!” says Edna. “You are the engine behind this.”

needs it gets help. When they hear on Facebook or VHF that
food is ready to distribute, people line up at the tribal office.
Nita and Martin say the people are always super happy for
the food even if they have to wait in line - they stop them all
the time to say thank you.

“Your kindness and generosity will come back ten-fold,” say
Martin and Nita, speaking to Alaskans who believe as you do
that no one should go hungry. "We are so thankful!"

Food for both villages comes through the US Department of
Agriculture’s commodity program, TEFAE, The Emergency
Food Assistance Program. Last year we partnered with 37
rural organizations to distribute TEFAP in their communities.

Volunteers David Joe, Tamaree Sheppard, Nita Stevens, and
Martin Alexie pose with TEFAP government commodity food
they will distribute to their neighbors in Mt. Village.

The Mt. Village Food Bank, managed by the Asa’carsarmiut
Tribal Council, is run by a number of volunteers who
sometimes stay from 9 am to 6 pm, so everyone who



Your generosity will feed
families across Alaska

Your generosity made 2019 another
record year - 7.5 million pounds of food
so more Alaskans and their families can
thrive.

I'm especially pleased that we're getting
more food to more communities in rural
Alaska. We're also exploring new ways to
make a difference, for example, partnering
with rural farmers to get surplus
vegetables to communities near them
where fresh food is rare and expensive.

Once again in 2019 we exceeded the
capacity of the Anchorage Ship Creek
warehouse we’ve called home since 1994.
If you had visited us before Thanksgiving,
you would have heard refrigerated trailers
running in the parking lot keeping turkeys
frozen. You would have seen staff hauling
overflow product to donated warehouse
space in another part of town. Neither is
an efficient way to do business.

Our top strategic goal is to distribute
more food across all regions of Alaska.
We need a larger warehouse to reach that
goal at a level needed by current and
future generations of children and
families who can’t count on their next
meal.

After the first phase of our Nourish
Alaska’s Future Capital Campaign we
have raised more than half of our $4
million community support goal. Our
New Year’s wish is to find the right
building in Anchorage to purchase with
these donations, added to proceeds from
the sale of our current warehouse. Our
Building Committee is actively searching.

We hope that this summer we’ll be able to
show you our next warehouse home from
where we can help future generations
of Alaskans all across the state enjoy
enough food to reach their full potential.
With your generous involvement, we will
surely succeed.

Gratefully,
Jim Baldwin, CEO
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Salmon Sisters owners Claire Neaton (left) and Emma Teal Laukitis
generously share 1% of their sales to purchase cans of wild Alaska
seafood to donate to Food Bank of Alaska - 135,000 cans so far!

Why we give:

Attitude of appreciation spawns Give Fish Project

Claire Neaton and Emma Teal Laukitis
are commercial fishermen and small
business owners in Homer. They’re
also the Salmon Sisters, and their
business has donated more than
135,000 cans of wild Alaska seafood to
Food Bank of Alaska since they started
their Give Fish Project in 2016. Amazing!

only with their family but also with
their business and small community.
As fish harvesters, they want to get
this nutritious and traditional food to
those most in need, and they see Food
Bank of Alaska as a natural fit because
we distribute to so many communities
around the state.

What motivates
them to give so

Emma, “Our
family has al-

“Getting truly nutritious food
generously? Says 0 people in communities
connects them to the wild
places where they live.”

“It felt like closing the
circle of sharing and
giving back,” Emma says.

She adds, “Getting truly
nutritious food to people

ways shown the
way we care about others with food.”
They grew up on a homestead in the
Aleutians in a family that depended on
fishing for food and income. “We were
taught the attitude of being incredibly
thankful for the natural resource we
have,” Claire adds.

As their Salmon Sisters business took
off, Emma and Claire started looking
for a way to give back. Their website
describes the Give Fish project that
was the result - 1% of our sales is set
aside to purchase wild Alaska seafood,
which we donate to the Food Bank of
Alaska - supporting both fishermen
harvesting this delicious wild protein
and those who need it most.

According to Claire, Food Bank of
Alaska’s core belief that no one
deserves to be hungry resonates not

in communities connects
them to the wild places where they
live. It tells in a direct way how
important our fisheries are - if we
treat our oceans well, we’ll have them
forever”

Claire hopes Give Fish will provide a
model that can work for other small
businesses. “You don’t have to be big
to have a big impact,” she says.

The sisters don’t believe they’re doing
anything special. “Our caring and
involvement in the community and our
pride in place are very normal
Alaskan,” they say.

The donated seafood is caught by
Southeast Alaska fishermen, processed
by Silver Bay Seafoods, with freight
donated by Lynden. Find Salmon
Sisters online at aksalmonsisters.com.




Hi! It's the SNAP Team at the
Food Bank of Alaska. How can
we help?

A) New SNAP Application

B) Renewal for SNAP

C) Check Case Status

D) Other
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If you were using all your time and
energy to put food on the table for
your family, you would look for the
easiest possible way to get the help you
needed. But the process of applying for
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) is anything but easy -
especially if you live in rural Alaska.

Food Bank of Alaska’s SNAP Outreach
Team sees the real consequences of
this every day in empty plates for
Alaskan families. So in August 2019
we launched a SNAP text service in
partnership with the Municipality of
Anchorage Innovation Team to create
a new, easier way to connect eligible
Alaskans to the SNAP application
process.

This service allows anyone to text the
word “SNAP” to 1-907-891-8913. An
automated response guides the person
through a few questions to identify

their needs and what the next step
should be. Sometimes our SNAP team
can provide a solution right away.
Sometimes scheduling a phone call is
next. Either way stressed Alaskans now
have a convenient route to get help, and
our outreach team can more efficiently
connect with people statewide.

The result so far? Compared to the
same time last year, we have more than
doubled the areas of the state we have
been able to serve. And the partnership
between Food Bank of Alaska and the
Municipality of Anchorage has created
a stir among food banks in other states
and gained attention through several
national news articles.

Bloomberg Philanthropies has asked
the Muni of Anchorage to submit the
SNAP text service for an award, and it
also has been nominated for Apolitical’s
Global Public Service Award.

719 of SNAP households are families with children.

I\EHE]
SNAP’
Facts

program during FY19.

the Senior Benefits program.

Seniors are one of the fastest growing populations not able to count on
always having the food they need. This funding is vital in ensuring that
low-income seniors in Alaska can make ends meet and don’t have to
choose between paying for food and other expenses such as medicine or

transportation.

Want to get involved in advocacy?

Advocates: YOU ARE SOLVING HUNGER

This year was a busy one for advocates and supporters across the state,
as the legislative budget debates extended long into the summer months.
Thanks to you, we were successful defending and reinstating funding for

Contact Policy & Advocacy Manager Eve Van Dommelen at
evandommelen@foodbankofalaska.org or 907-222-3103.

249 of SNAP households include seniors or people with disabilities.

$1.70 inlocal economic activity is generated by every $1 of SNAP benefits.

640,938 meals were generated by Food Bank of Alaska's SNAP Outreach

*The Federal Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program, formerly known as food stamps.




SNAPSHOI: Feeding Alask
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SOURCES OF FOOD

7.5 million
pounds distributed

15 teams competed in CANSst
and donated over 44 THOUSA

42’311 pounds of food!
Meals served to children around
Alaska, like this Golovin resident,
through our federal programs.

(20,094 -
Total pounds of USDA foods N
distributed by one Chefornak
agency through The
Emergency Food Assistance
Program and the Summer \
Food Service Program. )

Donated

by the Food Industry
& Community

USDA Programs

22,507
Supplemental nutrition
senior boxes put together ds of dld'o’ 1b1 Zd N N
this year by volunteers Pounds of food distributed throug
Purchased and appreciated by seniors. two St. Paul partner agencies through
) Y, children's co-op meals and the Commod-
ity Supplemental Food Program. )

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: President Allison Biastock ® President Elect Amy DeBruhl @
Secretary Katie Pesznecker ® Treasurer Elizabeth Nobmann ® Reino Bellio ® Jennifer Coughlin
BOA R D & ® Graham Fernandes ® Katria Kangas ® Robin Phillips ® Claudia Russell ® Jon Schultz ®

Milena Sevigny ® Jodey Ellis-Spansel

STAFF LEADERSHIP TEAM: Chief Executive Officer Jim Baldwin ® Chief Financial Officer Barb Seibel ®
Director of Donor Relations & Communications Jenny Di Grappa ® Director of Public Engagement
Cara Durr ® Director of Operations Mike Reusser
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Top 5 Food Drives

ConocoPhillips Alaska

CANstruction

Feeding Our Neighbors

AAA Moving & Storage, Walmart,
and Ohana Media Group

1,173,779

j Pounds of food served at
Mobile Food Pantries.

N
g 352,722
- - P Pounds of food saved
Organizations , through the Food
o Reclamation volunteer
= Program.

Families served at
Thanksgiving Blessing.

©® Partner Distribution Organizations:
44 Tu rkeyS The Fairbanks Community Food Bank, Kenai

Shipped to Port Heiden Peninsula Food Bank, and Southeast Alaska
for Thanksgiving meals. Food Bank are the local food banks for their

areas, where they collect and distribute food.

- S

TOP FOOD DONORS

Thank you for helping to keep
Alaskans nourished

Carrs Safeway

Walmart

Fred Meyer

Costco

Charlie’s Produce

DiTomaso’s Fruit and Vegetables
Sysco Alaska, Inc.

Point Mackenzie Correctional Farm
Pepsi Beverage Company of AK
Target

Peterkin Distributors

Franz Bakery

Nabisco Foods Group

Nestle USA

SeaShare

Great Harvest Bread Co.

*Thanks to Stuart Bond, Nicolai-Alaska LLC
for providing additional warehouse space

of ALASKA

)

TRANSPORTATION
DONORS

Companies that donated freight to
transport food to Alaska

TOTE Maritime Alaska
Matson

Carlile Transportation Systems
Weaver Bros., Inc.




\ From the perlo' :
Full Financial Statement and Comphance Re ort available at { dbankofalaska org
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Revenue and Expenses, Including Food

Revenues

Donations: Individuals

Donations: Corporations, Foundations,

Businesses, Organizations
Government Grants and Contracts
Earned and Program Income

Other Revenue
(including non food in-kind)

Value of Donated Food
Total Revenue

Expenses

Program Services
(including value of food distributed)

Fundraising
Administration
Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, Beginning of Year

Net Assets, End of Year

BALANCE SHEET SUMMARY
Total Assets

Liabilities

Net Assets
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total Liabilities and net assets

$1,850,073
$1,524,244

$931,279

$668,716
$354,619

$12,209,562

$17,538,493

$15,544,151

$379,788
$587,889
$16,511,828

$1,026,665
$4,010,593

$5,037,258

$5,356,047
$318,789

$5,037,258
$4,258,571

$778,687
$5,356,047

Sources of Revenue

35%

Individual
Donations

29%

Business,

Organization,
' & Foundation
Donations

129%
Earned &
Program Incom

Expenses
Including value of food distributed
(V)
4% 24,
Administration F .
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Thank you! You filled many plates and nourished Alaskan communities

Fiscal Year 2019 (July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019)
¥ Early Gifts to our Nourish Alaska’s Future capital campaign are included for these donors

$100,000 +
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.
Estate of Marian and
Loren Douglas*
Intuit
Providence Alaska Foundation

$50,000 to $99,999

Carrs Safeway Foundation

Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities

Feeding America, thanks to
Walmart

Fred Meyer/ Kroger Zero Hunger
| Zero Waste Foundation

$20,000 to $49,999

2 Anonymous Donors

Kasha Cacy

Jennifer Coughlin*

Estate of Mary Ellen Segelhorst
Nancy Zverina

Anchorage Mayor’s Charity Ball

Bilikin Investment DBA Midas

Alaska

BP Foundation, Inc.

Cook Inlet Region Inc.*

Facebook Fundraisers

Feeding America, thanks to
Morgan Stanley

Feeding America, thanks to
Walmart Foundation

Feeding America, thanks to
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Foundation

Feeding America, thanks to
various cause marketing
campaigns

Matson

New Venture Fund

Powers Brothers Inc. through
our charitable gaming permit

Shoreside Petroleum, Inc.

United Way of Anchorage

$10,000 to $19,999

2 Anonymous Donors
Chris and Jennifer Burns*
Elaine Taylor

10 Chefs for 10 Causes

Alaska National Insurance Co.

Alaska USA Federal Credit Union

Anchorage East Rotary

AT&T

Alyeska Pipeline Service
Company*

Helen W. Bell Charitable
Foundation

The Brummell Family Trusts

CoBank

Credit Union 1

Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Foundation

Feeding America, thanks to
Costco

Feeding America, thanks to the
Red Nose Day Fund

Ford Motor Company

S.L. Gimbel Foundation Advised
Fund at The Community
Foundation

Holiday Vacations

John C. Hughes Foundation

Mat-Su Health Foundation

Mountain View Lions Club

Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

2 Anonymous Donors

Jim and Sharon Baldwin*

Gary Cain

Omer and Carol Carey

Jesus Clemente

Stacey and Matt Heilala

R Michael and Darlene Jens

Katria Kangas*

John Letourneau and
Donna Goldsmith

Erika and Christopher Leuci
Gregory and Joan Mattson
Daniel and Pauline Rodgers
Jon Schultz*
Elizabeth and Kenneth Sherwood
Jan and Jeraldine Van Den Top
John Yordy and

Magdalena Acevedo de Yordy
Karen Zehrung
Matthew Zukowski

Alaska Air Cargo

The Alaska Community
Foundation, including
Livingston Family Fund and
Alaska Disaster Recovery Fund

Alaska Regional Hospital
Auxiliary

Arctic Slope Regional Corporation

Cadence General Contractors

Crossroads Lounge, LLC

Enterprise Engineering, Inc.

First National Bank Alaska

GCI

Lutheran Social Services of Alaska

McKinley Capital Management

MDU Resources Foundation

NANA Management Services

Northrim Bank

Skinny Raven Sports

Wasilla Bible Church

$2,500 to $4,999
9 Anonymous Donors
Marcia Bandy
Anne and Dan Billman
Wesley Brown
Judy Caminer
Bruce Chandler
Barbara Chen
James Cucurull
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Dailey
Teresa and Philip Davis
Margaret Donatello
Richard Ervin and Philip Blumstein
Elizabeth Feucht and
Nicholas Papacostas
Richard and Susan Foley
Kathleen and David Gardner
Robert G. and Sally Green
Robert and Stacia Gillam
Theresa and Scott Hansen
John Kokesh
Diana and Kurt Lindsey
Chester Mark
Ronald Matviyak
Richard A Mitchells, Jr.
Myra Munson
Elizabeth Nobmann
Lant and Deanna Platner
Maggie and Mike Price
Mitchell J. Rohloff
Bernadine and David Ruskin
Barb Seibel*
Charles Springer and
Carol Mitchell-Springer
Lyle Stohler
Heather Tauschek and John Evans
Henry and Karin Wilson
Blair and Mary Wondzell

AAA Moving & Storage

Alaska Airlines

Alaska Functional Fitness

Architects Alaska, Inc.

ASRC Energy Services

Bering Straits Native Corporation

Bristol Bay Native Corporation

ChangePoint

Chugiak Area Business Association

Coffman Engineers

Enstar Natural Gas Company

The Grainger Foundation

HDR Engineering, Inc.

The Ludlow Foundation

Providence Anchorage Anesthesia
Medical Group, P.C

Rising Tide Communications*

R&M Consultants, Inc.

Salvation Army - Alaska Division

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church

Taiga Mining Company, Inc.
TOTE Maritime Alaska
USI Insurance Services

$1,000 to $2,499
40 Anonymous Donors
Scott Adelson
Julie and Peter Adolf
Herbert Akpik
Laura Aldrich
Kurt and Misty Alexa
Ozgur Altiok
Katharine Andre
Eleanor Andrews
Margaret and Robert Auth
Natasha M. Bacher
Marlene Barnard
Marilyn and Jim Barnett
Christian and Richard Benedetti*
Robert and Diane Bischoff
Jean Boga
Dr. Jeanne R. Bonar
Gary Boslough
Peter Bowers and Margaret Willett
Ronald Boyle
Leon Bridges
Melanie-Antonietta Brown
Bethany Buchanan
Peter Burke and Valerie Phelps
Leslie and Judith Burtner
Rolfe Buzzell
James Call
Allan Cannamore
Susan Card
Mark and Colette Carr*
Jola and Ronald Charles
Joe and Tyra Chandler
Doug and Lori Chapados
Gregory Chapados
Jeff and Carrie Chisholm
Doris and David Clarke
Perkins Coie Foundation
Daniel and Kate Consenstein
Stephen Copley
Michael R. and Merlene C. Conner
Family Foundation
Robert Cox
Robert and Carol Crandall
Ben and Regina Cruz
Peter Davis
Leslie Dean
Amy and Aaron DeBruhl*
Carol and Thomas Daniel
John Dickerson Jr
Joseph and Katherine Donohue
Thomas Dunham
Paula and ] Clifton Eller
Carolyn Ellingwood and
Dave Bateman
Angela and Rusty Enz
Kayla Epstein
Rhae and Edward Etheredge
Graham and Laurie Fernandes
Suzanne Findlay
John and Stacey Finley
Esther and James Fueg
Diane and Michael Frank
Michelle Froehle
Lynne Gallant
Brad Gaskill
John Gerd
Christine Golnick and
Thomas Hennessy
Artie and Mari Gorash
Kay Gouwens and Peter Maassen
Kathleen Grace
Madeleine Grant
Gregory and Sally Hamm
Eva and Warren Hancock
John and Mallory Hanus
Justin Harris
Jason Hart
Eric and Shawn Hays*
Lois T Hays
David and Margaret Heatwole
J. Gerald and Lucy Hepler
Rickie L Hildebrand
Pershing Johnson Hill
Dr. Morris and Lorrie Horning
Mr. and Mrs. David Howe

Daniel Hull
Barbara and Michael Irmen
Linda Jacob
Henry Jahn
Rebecca Johnson
Steven Johnson
Carolyn and David Johnston
Amanda Juliussen
Karla Jutzi and Robert Morgan
Tabitha and Thomas Karpow
Heather Kendall and
Lloyd B. Miller
Amrit Khalsa
Christine Klein and Timothy Law*
Angelina Kikuchi
David E Kohfield
Kirsten and Steven Kolb
Cassandra E. Kosinski
Seth Krauss and Linda Masolini
Judith and Norman Kreiss
Tani Kron*
Linda Kumin
Carol Larson
Jim Leik
Vincent LeLarge
Jeff Lentfer
Jean and Leslie Lorentzen
Matthew and Tiffany Lindsey
Dr. Steven Liu
Cynthia Lowe
Juli Lucky and Jon Bittner
Beverly Luedke-Chan
Victoria Lytle
Debra Mason
Martha Massey
Mary and Matthew Mills
Dr. Erik and Lisa Maurer
Kevin McCoy and Mary Geddes
Dan and Traci McCue*
Donald and Barbara McCullough
Don and Toni McDermott
Terrie and Richard McEvoy
Tamara McGuire
John McManamin
Andrew Meltzer
Jennifer Metier
Peter and Jo Michalski
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Miller
Cynthia and Daniel Monnin
Mary Moore
Holly Morris
Diane and Mike Moxness
Jo Ann and Ricky Nelson
Paul Nelson and Ann Fink-Nelson
Joshua and Minda Nieblas
Derek and Rachel Nord
Daniel Ottenbreit
David Oryall and Jennifer Roberts
Connie and Kerry Ozer
Karen and Ben Padgett
Patricia H. Partnow
Katherine Peck
John Peirce
Larry Persily
Katie Pesznecker*
Gabriele and Gary Peterson
Anne Preston and Dwayne
McConnell
Edward and Sandra Sanders
Randall and Sandra Sartain
Laura Schneller
Anthony and Pamela Schwarz
Zane Shanklin
Ray and Rhonda Shanks
Diane and Bruce
Shellenbaum
Francis and Dianna Sommer
Jonathan R. Spartz
Gary Spraker and
Linda Johnson Spraker
Sandra and James St. George
Doralee Stancil
Kai Starck
Jennifer Starck
Sandra Stephens and John Reese
Ron and Ruth Sterling
Dr. Mary B Stewart
Carol Stolpe and Walter Featherly
Randall W Stoltenberg
Craig and Monique Stowers

Bruce Talbot
Linda R Teninty
Charlotte Tharp
Diane Thompson
Stephen and Natalie Tierney
Gail Ramsay and
Jack Brothers
Traci Real
Norman and Donna Resnick
Yvette Reynolds
Christine Roalofs
Sean and Renee Robinson
Chris and Libby Rognier
Alyssa Rodrigues
Jeffrey Rubin
Claudia D Russell*
Scott Rydin
David and Lori Verbrugge
Jamie Volz
Stanley Walker
W.C. and Helga Watterson
Nancy White
Kathleen Young
Charles and Laurie Zimmer

ABR, Inc

Alaska AFL-CIO

Alaska Native Tribal Health
Consortium

Alaska Realty Tax Service LLC

Alaska Regional Hospital

Alaska Sales and Service*

Anchorage Central Labor
Council

Anchorage Elks Lodge #2868

Anchorage Grace Church

Benton Bay Athletic Lions
Foundation

Blue Arctic Waste Solutions,
LLC

Brown’s Electrical Supply

City Church Ministries, Inc.

Country Financial

DOWL Engineering Team

East High School

Faith Presbyterian Church

Feeding America, thanks to
Darden Foundation

First Presbyterian Church

Goldenview Middle School

Graphic Design, Tom Hughes

The Tom and Leanne
Harvey Charitable Fund

Hobbit Environmental
Consulting Corp.

Homes LLC, John Hagmeier

Mabel T Caverly Sc & Services

Matanuska Electric
Assn. Charitable Foundation

MBA Consulting Engineers,
Inc.

Multiple Risk Managers Inc

Nvision Architecture, Inc.

Panda Restaurant Group

Partusch Plumbing &
Heating Inc

PND Engineers

Rabbit Creek Community
Church

Rasmuson Foundation

Reid Middleton Inc.

Safari Club International

Shaman Traffic Control, LLC

The Sholton Foundation

Ste. Michelle Wine Estates

T Gray & Company, LLC

UBS Matching Gift Program

Umialik Insurance Company

Upper Susitna Food Pantry

Wells Fargo Advisors

Western National Mutual
Insurance Company

Willow United Methodist
Church
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FOOD BANK
of ALASKA

907.272.3663

“You have been instrumental in feeding us”

Our Mission

Food Bank of Alaska is dedicated
to eliminating hunger in Alaska by
obtaining and providing food to
partner agencies feeding hungry
people and through anti-hunger
leadership. We believe that no

one deserves to be hungry.

foodbankofalaska.org o O @

Life has not been easy since Amanda Bank of Alaska’s SNAP outreach
and her son found themselves in the team at the site who helped her

small, remote community of Sutton.
They moved to Alaska several years
ago after the passing of her mother
in the tragic California wildfires.

At the end of each month she would

only have a couple dollars left
after paying for expenses like rent
and electric and would “eat what I
could” to make it through.
Eventually their car broke down
and made challenges like
submitting their SNAP application
almost impossible.

It was at the annual Thanksgiving
Blessing event in the Mat-Su Valley
in November that things finally
turned around for her and her son.

Initially they had no way to get to the

event but Chickaloon Area Transit
generously offered to provide
transportation on their day off.

In addition to receiving a turkey
and groceries for a holiday meal,
Amanda was connected to Food

¢
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submit her SNAP application right
then and there, something she had
been waiting to do for six months.
She was also able to submit her
application for Medicaid which is
now providing needed speech and
physical therapy for her son.

Amanda said that being able to
attend Blessing caused a chain
reaction of events that have
significantly improved their lives
and described the months since as
“a miracle” for the two of them. She
told us “Food Bank of Alaska has
been instrumental in feeding us.”

Her hopes for the future are to live
a long and healthy life and for her
son to be happy.

Thanksgiving Blessing is so much
more than providing one holiday
meal—with the help of many
volunteers and donors like you this
event continues to improve the
lives of our neighbors in need.
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First National Bank

ALASKA

MEMBER FDIC

Thank you! Generous
support for this newsletter
has been provided by
First National Bank Alaska.

A Thanksgiving Blessing Volunteer helps
a participant shop for his holiday meal
groceries at Wasilla Bible Church.

Partnered with five sites and hundreds of
volunteers in the Mat-Su Valley, Food Bank of
Alaska provides groceries for Thanksgiving
meals to families from Talkeetna to Palmer

every year.
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